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‘CULTURAL AND GEOGRAPHICAL OBSERVATIONS MADE IN THE TALI 
(YONNAN! REGION WITH SPECIAL REGARD TO THE NAN-CHAO PROBLEM 
by 
Proresson Dn. Pan. Wiki Crepxen!"' 


During the summer of 1930 the author lel Tor four and a half 
months 4 study yroup, sent ont by the Sun Yat Sen University in 
Cunton, through the mountainous provines of Viinnan, ‘This. study 
‘group started from Viinnanfu, the provincial capital of Ytinnnan, 
whieh, by Young China, hos been given the new name of Kon Ming, 
after the leader of the first Chinese army which, during the reign of the 
Han dynasty, in 225 4.0. first invaded the hilly country of Yiinnan., 

The journcy was undertaken slong the ehief caravan route to 
Burma and Jed us first through the pliteau like eastern part of the 
province to Tali that lies on the banks of the great inland loke, Erh 
Hai, in an exceedingly beautiful plain Fario duced by Jofty monutain 
ranges. From Tali the route continued through the very hilly west- 
eri part of the province anid then erosaed the dewply ent mm river 
beds of the Mokong (by the Chinese called Lan Tsan Tshiang) and 
the Salwio (La ‘Vehiang), in whose valleys the most northern ont posts 
of the Tai, living in West Yiounn, were met with. Finally we 
erosetd the 5,000 metres high range of Kao Li Koug Shan to the 
west of Lu Tuhiang and reached the valley of the Shweli (Luang 
Tshiang). 

After living recrossed the Kaw Li Kong Shan we followed the 
valley of thé Salwin wortliwards passing thromgh the region of the 
Lissu (Lissaw), At 26° latitude North we tarned from west to 
éast, recrossing La Tshinng and Lan Tsan Tshinng, and travelleil 
on till we reached Tain Sha Tsiong, the river of the golden sand, as 
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ry Translated by Major Erik Svidenfiden. 





Lhe course of the Uppor Yangtse is called Were We followed this 
‘iver from Tomae down to 'Tsin Tshiunge Kai and thoreafter returned 
to Yitrnanto by a south easterly route. 

The details conterning our journay have already been published in 
193] in the first utiaher of Coneneenrentions from the Geographioat 
Festitute of the Sum Vat Sea Cuiiversity in Centon in German! 
and Chinese . 

The geological anil morphological resalts-were aleo published, in 
31, in the second number of the Comuuciiinationa, The cultural 
and geographical results obtuined on the basis of the vocabularies of 
the eight languages, which we found in the regions travelled through 
and noted down by us, ara stil] awaiting publication. A separte 
problem which araae during the observations made in the Tali region 
and indicated in the first part of the deseription of the journey will 
be treated here, This concerns the Nan Chao problem, on which we 
hall throw hight on the basis of the enltural and weographicn ohse- 
vatious mude in thie "Pali region, | 

In order to investigate the different questions on mo broader basis, 
we shall first sketch the genural distribution of the popuilation in 
the regions in question, Next the observations made in the more 
limited area of Tali will be treated, and finally an attempt will be 
made to draw some conclusions with regard to the Nan Chao problem. 
However, it must be mentioned beforeluml that the extensive nature 
af the obtervations, ie. observations auch as are made when travel- 
ling, naturally will result-more or lesa in a working hypothesia only 
which must be subjeetod te further and intensive investigations 
Laer on, 

On s roogh map (fig.1) [have tried to show the distribution of 
the population is it is today, This Hop is Lased on the exemplary 
invebtigations of General H. R. Davies and Rev, W.C. Dodd“ and 
besides on information obtained on personal observations 

For a fuller comprehension, however, it is necessary to give brief 
characteristics of the formation of the landseapo deseribedl, 

Eastern Ytionan is the watershol between the Tel Rivor: j in this, 
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south and the Yangtze in the porth, Only smal) rivere wator it 


But contrary to the big rivers they have not been able to ent devp 
lide: and thes, eastern Yionan hae the character of « platesn, with 
# flat relief, on whieh rise only afew low mountain ranges ‘Theso 
high plateanx tio in an altitude of 1900-2000 metres. The river 
valleys, which often have developed into flat basins, do seldom go 
Juepor than 200 metres below this fat niveau, while the hill ranges, 


which rise on the plains, rarely exceed 2400 metres in height. The 


boundary of this plateaa follows the valley of the Red River and 
extends thus roughly from ‘Tali towards the South East. 

West of this line one meets another formation of surface, The 
valleys of the Red River, Mokony ond Salwin are here deeply aut 
and almost everywhere the bottoms of their beds are below 1000 
metres altitude Like these rivers their tributaries have algo deeply 
cut beds in their lower cuurses. The whole relief is thas mneh more 
matkedly developed Western Ytinnan is the typical monntain 
country with water shed ranges which reach a livight op to 4000 
metres. Jnst-on the boundary of both types of lnmkscapes fies the 
plain of ‘Tali ‘The surfieo of Erh Hai les in-an approximate height 
of 2000 metres (wbove sea level), The plains rise slowly from the 
shores of the lake in the west bordared by the range of Tien Tshang 
Shan towering up to a lieight of 4300 metres, while to tha east. of 
the lake the mountains only reach a height of 3000 metres, 

The present distribution of the Tai in Yilonan is intimately cou- 
nected with the principal featurus of the country. They are hardly 
to be Found oo the Eastern Yitunan plateau where only a fow 
#mull groups, like islands, are met with. Their proper territory is 
towards the south-west, i @ south-west af a line drawn from Tali 
along the Red River, They are thus confined to the mointainous 
part, not on wecount of the inountainous character of this part of the 
country but because only in this region are found valleys so deeply 
eut in thal they have a (rvpical climate. The tropical valleys repre- 
sent thus the dwelling places of the Thai everywhere in South-West 
VYitnnayn, The Tai are the inhabitants of the tropical valley plains 
on which they are able to cultivate their Irrigated paddy fields while 
en the bills between these valleys there live other people whom we 
uhall call the hill people of Vinnan Even on the plain round Tali 
wo Tai are found to-day and they have probably peer Ween. the 
inhabitants of this plain whieh lies at an altituile of 2000 metres 


‘The: northernmost ontpost of the present day Tai population we 


* 


found on the same latitude as Tali, tothe west of this place, mn the 
valley of the Salwin, st the small market place Mon Tn, at a height 
of 800 metres only, down to which depth the valley, between the 
$500 metres high ranges of Kao Li Kong Shan and Pi Lu Shan, is 
deepened. 

After having outlined tie region of the Tai living im te valleys; 
we shall also briefly desl with the distribution of the réemaimwler of 
the Yilonan tribes, confining ourselves to the most impottant of these. 
The greater part of the original population of Yiinuan—we are not 
dealing here with thy more récently immigrated Chinese—belongs to 
the Tibeto-Burman group, represented by the Lolo, Lissu (Lissaw), 
Nashi (Musser) and Lahe of which the three first named pre spreud 
over wide territories, while the latter the Lalu, who live widely 
spread over south-western Viinnan, are only mentioned here becanse 
their most southern outposts are found in the hills of Northern Siam 
where they are culled Miasseu. 

The distribution of the thres chief representatives of the Tibete- 
Burmese people will be seen from map 1 whieli shows clearly that 
the Lolo from Szechusn populate the whold of Esst Yiinnan, i e. 
the Yawoan platemw, and from here stretch out in a south western 
direetion passing the line of Tali-Red River. 

Farther south-weat in the hills, ie above the dwelling places of 
the Taj, there lives esnfueed masa of tribes: There are found, in 
innumerable small groups, the Anstro-Asistic Palaung, La and Wa, 
the Tibeto-Burman Labo: and Woni, besides small. groups of Miao 
and Yau, Only further north, north of the 25° latitude, we find 
more fiemnogencus settlemunta Te the west, in the: hills hy the 
Salwin and Mekong, live the Lisst aml again farther north, botwoen 
Mekong and Yangtze, the Nashi, who,.as already said, are entbedl 
Musseu by the Chinese. Between the three Jarge regions of the 
Lissu, Nasli aul Lolo i4 4 space, whieh, reaching from the southern 
border of the Tali lake northwards almost to Li Tehiang, is inhabit- 
ed hy the Minchin tribe. These Minchia are today the inhabitants 
of the country round ‘Tali and on them we have especially centred 
our observations Who are they? What is their relation to the 
other peoples? Sinee when have they oecupiedl the region round 
‘Tali? How does their presence in the Tali hasin agree with the 
prestimed existence of the Nan Chao Tar kingdom? They are not 
tn les eonfised wath the Nashi who, also by tho Chinese, are calles! 
Mito, 
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Figure 2. Sketch map of the country round Tali, Seale o 
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Besides all thes important original components the Chinese elem- 
ent is naturally of the greates4 importance ib the conpedition of the 
Viirinanvse population, “Tho Ulimese caine as eonyuerort ‘The first 
invasion took place in tho year 225 a. 0, daring the period of the 
three kingdoms, following that of the Hin dynasty. The mvaders 
«ined from the western of these kingdom, from Shu, whose capital 
Chengtu lay in Szechnan. The next wivadce of the Chinese only 
took place during the Tang dynasty more than BOQ years Inter, 

fhe Chinese attacks during the Tang dynasty were met by a 
powerful adversary in the form of the Tai kingdom of Nan Chao 
‘which beat off several of them, ‘This kingdom had lwen founded by 
the ‘Tai peinve Piloko (728-848) daring the reign of ‘the emperne of 
the Tang dynasty, Shuan Hung (715-155) Miloko was originally 
prines of Ming She, the sonthornmoest of the six Tal principalities 
in Swattiern Yilunan, and after its southernmost position ‘waa the new 
Nan Chao dominion named’ ‘The capital was transferred by Piloke 
from his own principality to the rich plains of present day ‘Tali and 
hailt at Tai Ho Tsheng, 5 kan, south of Tali, between the shores of 
Erh Hai and the precipitious walls of the Tien Tshang Shan range 
(seo map 2) The word transeribed in Chinese as Tsheng (in the 
name of ‘Tai Ho Tsheng) stands probably for the Thai word ‘Tehiang 
(Chieng) which means ia fortified town, In onr days the place is 
called Tai Ho Tatin Telli means in Chinese-a village. The nome has 
evidently undergone a change due bo the decuy of the place nod its 
alow transformation into a mune village. 

This position of the town was a favourable one because it Iny vi 
the great line of communications which leada from the north fron 
the land of Tupan, i.e. Thibet, southwards and secondly beckuse it 
was possitile from here to protect the E-W road, which passed the 
southern shore of the Tali lake erossing the ‘Tien ‘Tahang Shan range 
through the poss cf Tien Tshiao, against Tibetan attacks from the 
north, 
~ ‘Te was thus ovidently, froma strategic stant pot, an espocially good 
pine in whieh the sew ea pital was built for the purpose of command- 
ing the important ervssing of both of the chief trade routes and 








(14. Rosthorn, Geechiohte Chinas, Stuttgart-Gotha, 1023, p. 110. 
This history, which gives the foundation of Nan Chuo, contatny alio the 
introduction to the Chinese history. of Nan Chuo: Yang Shei, .Von Tsao 
Se, vol. T, published for the first time in 1550 4, 0. 
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thereby safeguarding the most important traffic junetion in Ytiimnan 
against oortherm enemies 

In case the Thibetans were threathening from the worth the 
Chinese could tse the second route which coming from the ens 
passes the southern Khore of the Tali lake (Beh Haz), 

The decisive battle fought in the year 751, in which King Ko Lo 
Fiing (745-778), the son of Pilake, vanyoidied Li Pi, the army com- 
mander of the Tange empire, and destroyed his army, took place 
therefore at) the route whieh, coming from the east passes the south 
shore of the lake, ice. in the country which is seen on plate 3. In 
Tai Hv Tsiin is still shown to-day the commemorative stela whieh was 
erected by King Ko Lo Fung (Kliun Lnong Fung?) 19 commemora- 
tion of this vietory of Nan Chap (see plate 4) The Chinese.cam- 
pains and the invasions made by the Nan Chao troops mito Chinese 
territory, and still mare the diplomatic relations between both coun- 
tries, have naturally led to far reaching cultaral inflmences. 

We know of treaties made with China, of Chinese literati who 
lived aa advisers at the court of Nan Chao, and of embassies 
exchanged between Nan Chao and China. 

Chinese art and literature were cultivated at the court of Nan 
Chas: In the Sth centary A, D., the power af the Kingdom, after 
victorious campaigns down to Tongking, was so great that King 
VYolung, whose realm then stretched from Assam to ‘Tongking ($59 
4. mm) could adopt the title of emperor of Tali” 

The country where onee Joy the capital of Nan Chao, we designate 
beat asthe Tali hasin. It is really a teetonian haain formation, a 
sinking region between higher surrounding territories of which, tirst 
of all, the range of Tion Tshang Shan, which bounds this basin te 
the west, reaches « height of nq Jess than 100 metres. The teeto- 
nian movements have not yet ceased, Even todlay tis region is 
suffering frow violent earthquakes. When the atithor visited the 
country the mins iall the villages and of whole quarters in the 
towns of ‘Tali and Shin Kran told about the violence of the last 
wrest quake which took place in 1925. 

The basin bying between both of the mountain ranges is: mostly 
seeupied by Erh Hai, the Tali Inke, which from north to south 
reaclies a length of more than 45.3 kilometres with an average 





(1) A. Rosthorn, Geschichte Chine, 1923, p, 110. 
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breadth of T kilowetres ‘The eastern shoreline goes directly into 
the small valleys which dissect the slopes of the hillk There is 
therefore no space for tlie development of settloments nor any avnil- 
able ground for cultivation of fields Dever of human dwellings 
rise the mountsin4 directly up from the lake. It is otherwise on the 
western side of the lake. Here has come into existence, below the 
slopes of Tien Tshang Shan, a strip of flat alluvial land, 2 to 4 kilo 
matres broad, which slopes gently down towards the lake. 

This flat land is built wp elose to the mountains on the rongh 
masses of rocky débris which the amall rivers, coming down from 
the mountains. have bailt ap into the shape of conics! rubble peaks. 

The farther away from the mountains, the lower the land beromes 
and the substance af the soil becomes finer and forms good paddy 
land, sasily irrigated, 1 to 3 km, broad, which stretches right down 
to the swampy shores of the Inke. | 

The Iund ving on the west side of tho 100m, deep Inke eas thoes 
le divided into three clear types:which follow each other from west 
ti) east, vie steep hill slopes ent through by narrow valleys covered 
with) pine forests, in whieh in the lower parts pine trees (J*rrewe 
Filaenenonsis)are in the majority, while, above them, up toa height 
of 4000 m,, almost impenotrable forests of spruce (Abie Delavayt)) 
and rhododendrs elitab up the alwost: perpendicular and deeply cut 
slopes. Next to the mountain slopes comes the xono of the rubbie 
ones covered with grass land, whose existence no doubt ia due te 
deforestation, anil now serves as pastares for horses, mules, aswes aod 
geuts Here the ground is comparatively dry and the ancient road, 
ou which there still is to-day a lively traffic of horse, mate nnd ABs 
caravans, thorefore passes over it. 

Om this road too Jie the larger towns; in the south, af the southern 
extremity of the lnke and on the sonth bank of its outlet, the Tsing 
Fung Ho, the large market town of Shia Kwan, (the lower gate), Next, 
7.5 lem: farther north, the large village of Taj Ho Tstin, about which 
more anon, and 8 km, farther north again the walled city of present 
day Tali, Twelve km, to the north of Tali jaa stmunll village, Si Tahon,. 
Though to-day insignificant, it has formerly played a bigger rdte, At 
the times of the Tang dynasty it bore the name of Tali aml was the 
residence of the kings of Tali, after the latter had given up Tai He 
Tsheng as capital, Next follows Shang Kwan, (the upper gate), in 
contrast to Shia Kwan, (the lower gate), a pass of strategical im- 
portance serving as protection of the plains against the north. 
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Finally, at the northern border of the plain, where the northern 
chief tributary river of the lake has created a fertile delta land, lies 
‘Tong Tshuan, an opulent town, equalling Tali wich, since the darth- 
quake in 1925, is still partially in rums. To the east of this dry 
zone of rnbble eones with ita road and string of pearls constituted hy 
the above mentioned towns, stretches the plain of paddy fields right 
down to the shores of the lake. This plain is now inliabited by the 
Minehia who, inspite of more than six hundred years of Chinese m- 
fluonee, have retained certain cultural peculiarities and first of all 
their own language. 

The Minchia, whose habitat reaches northwards almost to Li 
Tshiang and who reeuntly have been moving westwards, invading 
the territory of the Lisan in the Mekong valley, belong doubtless, as 
regards appearance to the finest of all the human types. of Yilman. 
The characteristic features of the Mongoloils—the high cheek hones 
and obliqne eye slits—are, eapecially among the women, very little 
developed and the clear complexion anil often fresh red cheeks lend to 
the women and young girls a very charming appearance. With regard 
to dress, house building and the pian of their villages, they are quite 
sinicized. The Minchia are certainly not new immigrants as notheng 
ie stated about that in the otherwise teliable Chinese annals, Nor 
have they replaced a departed Tai population hut have ulways, also 
daring the period of the Tai power, constituted the balk of the 
pop tion, 

We hava taken notes of the Minchia language at. two different 
places An nbstract of the vocabulary taken down is here published 
for the tirst time. 

‘Tho Minchin vocabulary marked I was: obtained at the southern 
horder of the Taliqildin in Shia Kwan from an artisan who lives m 
the lively market there in close contact with the Chinese immigrants, 
It was therefore very surprising to find that this vocabulary agreed 
with the words (II) taken down in a» village near the ferry at Lama 
Ting; 130 km N.W. of Shia Kwan, in the farthest western outpost 
of the Minchia region. 

The reliability of our notes is proved by the Minchin vocabulary: 
whieh 1 have taken from General H. R- Davies, who took his down at 
Yun Lung aboat 100 km, W.N.W, of Shia Kwan. 

For comparison IT have attached a list of words of the Lolo lang- 
uage, that tribe which surrounds almost on all sides the hiwbitat of 
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the Minehia amd finally, whieh is of especial importanes to ux, 4 
vovibulary of Yiiunan Tid whom the Qhines: all Pa-yi. 

The latter was takun down hy us in the Salwin valley in a settle- 
ment of the Tat which lies far from the road leading to Burma and 
in the almost northernmost distriet of the Tat in West VYiinnan, 
A striking feature is the almost perfect agreement of this language 
with that of the Siamese, of which we also attach a yoru bulary, besides. 
German ond English. 

With regard to the Minchin language the most importint fact is 
that it shows absolutely oo relations with Tai, but that it contains 
many Chiness clements and what probably will be found to be an 
older form of Chinese, according to what Professur Haloun in Goet- 
tingen has written lo meafter having gane through the voeabulary 
a first time, Forms related to the Lolo language are not lacking 
either, a faet to whieh General Davies hos already referred, 

However, finally to fix the position of the Minchia Inngaage in the 
system of Vilnnanese languages will be the task of further linguistic 
research, 

The most important thing for ua is anyhow the absolutely anro fact 
that any relationship whatever with the Tai Innguager cannot be 
traced, anil that also relics from the time when the Tai resided in Tai 
Ho Tstin and Old Tali are completely Incking. 

Very interesting furthermore is a comparison of the various forms 
under which we find the enltivation of food plants by the different 
tribes All the tribes of Yilonasy use the plough and as dranghit- 
cattle, according to the nature of the ground, boffaloes or oxen. ‘The 
butfxloes are mainly used in the plains and the oxen in the mare 
hilly, parts. 

The peoples of Yunnan are thus, ineluding the Lolo and Lissu, 
plough people. On steep slopes the digging stick is, however, often 
taken in use, When we, in Siameso territory, see the hill people, 
who live in Northern Siam, the Yao, Miso, Lalin and Lissu exeltisively 
using the digging stick, then this is clearly «1 indication of poverty 
compared with their form of cultivation in Yiinnan. 

Jt is of grant interest, to go into the reasons for the change which 
hes taken place with regard to the cultural forms doring the migrn- 
tions toward the south. Ong could doubtless receive replies to thesx 
questions when asking the elders in the villoges-of the hill people in 
North Siam as there are still found among them old people, as for 
mstance, the village elder of the Lahn village, Ban Mussew, south 
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west of Muang Nan, who came himeelf with the immigrmuats fiom 
the north. During bis travels in Siam the author did not put these 
westions (9 himself; only when travelling in Yiinnan, did they ocour 
to him ass matter of course as he there met relatives of the same 
peoples but with quite different forms of eultivatian, 

A close study of the qnestion of the cultural chanzes of the peoples 
during their march from north towarnl south is—it seems so to me— 
of capital interest with tevard to the problem of the origina of ‘the 
fornis of agriculture met with in Further India. 

The anthor has tried to illustrate in a diagram ina new methodi- 
etl inanner the formes 'of agriculture, the kind and nut ber of food 
plants met with in Vinnan, as well as the seasonal distribution of 
their enltivation (Plate 5). 

From this diagram (wo have not included plants like pepper and 
other spices or textile plants like cotton and hemp as we did not take 
notes of all of thead types) several points of view may be given. In 
the plains of Yiinnan, which are all under « strong Chinese mfluence, 
the Chinese forms of agriculture are the rule which, if possible, work 
hath during summer and winter thus representing the most intensive 
working form of cultivation. 

The form of enltivation of the Minwhin, whieh: ive less richly 
developed, especially among the Hill Minchia, who work their Golds 
ina height of 2500 m., deviate very clearly from the Chinese type. 
By reason of the low temparature, no winter crops ate grown in 
the hilly, ond on the other hand their. enmmer crops show » note- 
worthy niunysidedness espdcially with regard to the exclusive pre- 
sence Of plants of the telupurate 20ne, 

The ngriculture of the issn presente again other differences. 
They understand low to cultivate even the steepest hill slopes in the 
Meking valley, There we found clearly the most developed many- 
sidedness of cultivation we have ever observed aud adapted to th 
macy different conditions of soil and exposition of the hill slopes. 
But, inost of wil im these types of Yannanese agriculture, that of the 
Thi eto? ont. Here we meet only one kind of cultivated plants 
harmely the rico plant which depends upon irrigation, The Indian 
corn, a5 an American species of grain, is quite a reeent addition ard 
ab the earliest was first cultivated im the 1th century in Eurasia. 

On the very spot in the Salwin valley, at a height of TH0 m., where 
we found Tai settlements with the same language and cultivation 
as in Siam, we also encountered Chinese settlers, but in the next 
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Figure 5. Some important types of agriculture in Yunnan recorded 
by the Yunnan journey of the Geog graphical Institute of the Sun Yat 
Sen TU! nivermty in Canton 1930, Information gathered by the Asstst- 
ant of the Institute Lin Chao, 
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higher layor of settlement on plain at a height of TSO0 > m., and 
shove these again, at a height of 2500 1m, thus faa gute what elomer 
neighbourhood, the Lolo and Lissu with their manysided agriculture 
so characteristic of these hill people: 
"Though during winter time in the Salwin villey there ore the 
most favourable conditions for the cultivation of the species of gram 
belonging to the temperate zone, and though right above them this 
kind of cultivation is carried ont by other peoples, the Tai only 
cultivate a single and pronuunedid tropical cereal in their deep valleys. 
and abandon themselves during winter time to the dolee far niente 
of a tropieal race, This phenomenon i# only possible when o people 
has been long accustomed to the tropics! climate. Tho Tai have 
not mizrated slowly to the south like the Tiboto-Bartan tribes do 
today from the Wills and dales of Vtinnan, Their home country 
inst be a tropical dountry with rice os their traditionnlly cultivated 
food plant, Their invasion into the troyneal villeye nnd valluy plains 
of Yinnan cannot have taken place from the north but only fron 
tlie east from the tropical low land of the river plains and constal 
régions of South Chinn 

Under the pressure of a new poople doveloping in North China 
and gradually advancing towaril the south the Tai have, pos Lily 
foliowing their own craving for tropical lands, migrated santh anid 
westwards perhaps in smal) groups of emigrants as one tay stall sae 
them ily today in Northern Stam when they are oul searching for 

In doing so they have eettled only in those climatic regions which 
favour thee form of living and have only rarely aml in. fragments 
settled in the hills; otherwise they have kept to the deep lying val- 
ley basing ‘Thus they have never heen settled even on the 2000 1m. 
high lying plains round Tali. No traces can toalay be found there 
of # former ‘Tai population. Only their mile haw they ini posed om 
that region aod that came from the south, However, linguistic and 
archaeologicn! researches must be applied in order to test the founda- 
tion of this working hypothosts. 

Archasologinal researches, which perbaps.conld be carrie ont hy 
the Stumm Soviely ii co-operation with the Acodemia Sina, must, 
first of all, clear up the discovery made by wa ef the fortress and 
wall ruins lying in the former Tai Ho Tsheng, the presentalay 
village of Tai Ho Tstin. In thie village stands the above men- 
tioned metnorial tablet concerning the battle at Shia Kwan im 75] 


12 


0 Here lay, os the name of the place indivates, the e@ipital of 
Nan Chao founded by King Piloke, On the 27th July 1930, on the 
point of sterting on the lang jounmy from Tali throngh Western 
Yiionan, we made inquiries in Tat Ho Tstin about the remaine of the 
former capital. Onw of the villagers, instructed by the village older, 
led us over the plain to the top of a hill whieh Hes about 80 m. to 
the north west of the village, ‘This hill forms: part af the slopes: of 
the Tien Tyhang Shan range aod to our surprise wo found here 
nlearly preserved traces of imposing fortifications (figure 6). A system 
of walls and mowts, now overgrown with grass, encloses ay even 
place on which stands « small insignificant Chinese temple with ita 
dusty idole The temple is iow tied asa store room for the agricw!- 
tural implements ased for the work wm the vegetable gardens and 
aml! peutely fleida laid out: inside the city walle 

The hill is eallod Ho Ding Shan pnd the temple standing on it Ho 
Ding Tse. The hill is formed by two small valleys of which the 
suuthern one comes from far inside the mountains while the steeply 
cut valley with ite kettle-shaped source coming from N. E. separates 
the hill from the mountain slope. 

The sketch made by help of a compass and poring off the length 
will give o sufficient idea of the position of the ruins in question. 

li shows at the sume time the contours of the land lyme nat the 
foot of the hill and the approximabe powition of the former system 
of earthen and brickbuilt walls which connects it with the hill for- 
tres dnd which clearly could be traced over the. plain down to the 
shore of the lake when pointed out by the villager. The walls run 
first straight down to the main road, closing this in north and south, 
and then continue an almost straight course through the plain down 
to the lake shore. Oneé might at first eight lake this place for a 
fortification male to keep the road traflie ander control, something 
like onr mediaeval castles, but its importance increases when seen in 
conmaction with these wall constructions in the centre of which lies 
the Tai Ho Tsiin village, Of special importance is the rivulet, called 
Ti Min Tzi; which rons ina wild hed of stone rabble through the 
middle of the space between the walls, which stand at a distance 
from each other of abont 1000 m. down te the lake, The rivulet has 
a length of 1500 m. from the mountain glope to the lake. South of 
the streamlet, leaning itself to the slope of the rubble formation, lies 
the village, Tai Ho Tatin, containing 360 families, thus quite a large 
lovality, whieh to-day is inhabited by « purely agricultural popula- 
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Fi igure 6. Sketeh map of the region wt Tai Ho Tain, Supposed fartifi- 
cations of the first capital of Nan C hao—T'ni Ho Tsheng. Seale 1; 25,000, 
According to own rough sketel. ‘The altitude of the lake surface is 
estimated. 
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tion. As our sketch shows the village is separate! from the main 
roid by a bamboo thicket. [ts ywwldy fields extend made and ontaile 
the ancient walls nght down to the lake only interrupted by thie 
vegetahlo gardens, which lie on the higher lying, and therefore dryer, 
land along the north side of the rivulet, and the hamlet Tshin Tstin 
(whieh perhaps formerly meant “the Chinese village”) which evi- 
dently also lies inside the old city precineta It is regrettable that 
n closer study was not possible ilue to lack of time, Our caravan, 
which by reason of the ramy weather, had taken our cameraa with 
it, had alrealy Jong ogo departed in the direction of Shia Kwan so 
we, though reloctantly, had to follow it 40 much the more as or tusk 
admittedly lay in another and different, field, 

Now the question presente itself whether the ruins found by us 
réally represent the remaina of the old Non Ghao capital or they 
perhaps are fortificntions dating hack bo a quite different period. 
When considering this point one must remember that we are here in 
a land of great historical importance. All the armies. which com- 
ing from the east, were marching through Yilnnan with the am of 
extending the houndarivs of the great Clinese empire, have inarciied 
through the southern portion of the Tali plain in order here in tle 
narrow rocky pass af Tien Thang Tshias to break through the: only 
passage existing in the mighty Tien Tshang Shan range: Here were 
the invasions of the Tang dynasty in the Ytinnan regions brought to 
b halt through the opposition of Nan Clic, This way also came the 
armies of Kublai Khan in 1253 that broke the power of the Tali 
kingdom which, at the time, already had transferred its capital 
northwaris from Tai Ho Tsheng At that time too it seems that 
Islam got a foothold in Vtinman, brought there by Sane Khan's 
Mongolian warriors, This, aa we shall see, caused again in the Ifth 
eantury terrible bloody wara from which the country jaa Sok yu 
recovered till to«lny. | 

We know that the Chinese governor in Yiinnan, appointed hy 
Kublai Khan, was i Mubammeddan by name of Omar, from Buchara, 
who mlopted the Chinese name of Sai Tien Tshi, and that he built o 
mosque, and hit statue in the city temple of the provinrial capital, 
at least ontil quite recently, was the object of a eult. At that. time 
therefore Tai [lo Tsheng hod already lost its imiportance and it is 
hardly to le thought that fortifieations woul! then have been. put tp. 
The most important campaigns of the Chinese in Vitonan took place 
in the pertods of the Ming and the early ‘Tsing or Manel dynasties 
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They invaded the upper regiows of the Lrrawadi, the habitat of the 
Kachin by whom the still weil known General Wong, of those tines 
of the wars of the Ming, is yet honoured in the temples "These 
raviona were, tlirmigh the polities! develupments in the tirst decade 
of the 20th century, lost to the Chinese suzerainty when the English 
arrived on the seene, ‘That any fortitications should have been mado 
during that time is not mentions] in (he otherwise reliable Chinese 
atmals, 

Finally the plain of Tali ones more was the scone of grave politi- 
cal events which also Imve left traces-in the fortifications-in the Tali 
pinin. 

Thess events are the so-called Muhammweddan revolts in the 19th 
century of which the lavt, fron 1855-1873, terribly devastated the 
conntry. At that time the Muhaumeddan chief point d'appui was: 
in Tali, the seat of the Muhammeddan Imam Tok Wen Sin For 
alinost two deeades the fighting raged bere aul there in the laid 
and terrible massacres, often of whole town populations, took place. 

Tn order to defend the Tali plain against the enemy, who wax ex- 
pected to arrive from the south, the lmam constrocted a woll ut Shia 
Kywan on the northern bank of Tsing Tung Ho (see map 2). ‘This 
wall begins with # bastion in the defilé of ‘Tien Tshang Tshino and 
loads, only broken by a gate at Shia Kwan, to the lake. An impor- 
tant point is the slate of conservation of this wall which is complete- 
ly tindamaged [t thus seems impossible that the nmch decayed 
walls of the fortifications above Tat Ho Tstin can be dated from the 
suneé recent times; Lwsides that, wu possess quite detailed information 
with regard to that period in which nothing is said about the works 
at Tai Ho Tsiin. 

At that tine the present day Tali was the scene where the fights 
with the Muhammeddaus fom their dramatic ond with a horrible 
butehery on the 15th Jantiary ISTR After the Chinese, by false 
promises, had induced the defenders of the wall at Shia Kwan to 
strrender and had thereafter unmercifully massacred all of them 
they entered the town, where the old Imam and his defenders sarren- 
dered without conditions, with the result that the whole peopttlisticon 
of 30,000 men, women and children were butchered in a horrible 
tartiage in one night! 

This short review of the most important historical events #liould 
show that we may safely take it that Toi Ho Tsfin ia Mentieal with 
the old capital Tai Ho Tsheng, of King Pilako, the founder of the Nan 
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Chao empire, which may also be concluded from the memorial tablet 
setup by Ko Ly Fong and that it never played any part in later history, 

We may therefore asstime with great probability that the fortifi- 
cations discovered by the author date back to the oldest period of 
Nan Chao, Tlie final proof ean, of course, only bo given through 
excavations, ie. by archacologieal methods, 

Finally, 1 shall once more sum wp my provisional conclusions based 
on my eultural and geographical observations on the questions 
treated here — 

1). The Yui of Yuunon have not arrived at their present hobitat 
in the lowest parts of Southern Yonnan by a slow migration from 
the north. They have rather spread out from the tropical lowlands 
in Southern Chin, first-of all from Kwangsi and Kwangtung. eoing 
soyth and westwards uml always kept to tropieal regions which 
saited their manner of living. 

2) Jn tho Tali region there hag most probably never been a Tai 
population. The Nan Chao kingdom was rather a state created by 
the conquering Tai prince Piloke (728-743) from Southern Yilnuan, 
He built his capital, for the protection of the important and, from 
the point of view of taxes, profitable centre of communications, Shin 
Kwan, aguinst the hostile Thiletans, in the fertile pla on the weat- 
ern shore of Erh Hai which was densvly populated by the culturally 
high standing Minchia, and, militarily speaking, easy to defend. 

dé) The fortifications found ut the village Tai Ho Tsin at the rim 
of the mguttain slopes as well aa the walls which cross the plain 
down to the lake represent in wll probability the remains of the former 
defensive worke of the oldest capital af the Nan Chao Tai empire. 

The farther study of this place, so important for the history of 
South Kast Asta, will now be the task of the science of archaeology. 

May the ways ami means be found that such research work 
through excavation tan soon be started and carried through! 


APPENDIX. 


Abstract from the vocabularies of The Yirmnaw journey of the 
Geographical Institute of the Sun Fat Sen Gniversity of Canton 
1930 maiile by the Assistant of the Institute, Lin Clueo, 

The Minchia Voealulary TH is taken from H, Ro Davies in- orler 
to contro) Gur own notes, 

The voealuiaries have been taken in the following places — 


Minchia | from an artisan in Shin Kwansat the sonth shore of 
| the Tali luke, 
Minchia Il from villagers in She Ping, a Minchin village east of 
Lama ‘Ting, on the Mekong, about 150 kin, N.-W. of 
Shia Kwan. 
Minchia TH taken by Davies from villagura ot Yun Lung, about 
100 kin. W. N, Woof Shis Kwan. 





Lalo from villagers of the Lolo village How Shan in the 
hills S, E of Fung L about 36 km. S. E. of Shia Rwan. 
Tai from villagers in the Tai village Man Le on the 


lowest valley terrace In the Salwin valley south of the 
Tali-Teng Vil Road. 


Methad of transcription of place wanes ened voodlulariad’. 

1) The vowels «, ¢, ¢, 0, 08 in German, French, Italian nnd Spanish. 
Long vowels are taarked with —above the vowel, The letter ¢ 
isnot dumb. Ajen is-represented by an apostrophe: S¢ Thuan, 

2) The Frenel sound ow is reprosanted byw as im German, Italian, 
and Spanish, 

3) The French sound vi is represented by fas in Chernin. 

4) The German o and Froneh ew are represented by o 

f) ‘The consonants 6, ef, fk Lom, a, port eare useii ns in French. 

6) The letter g is always used with the value of the Crerman 
or French hard g. 

7) The lotter 4 ia always sharp as in French, 

8) The German ech the Freneli ch are represented by ait. 

9) The letter fi is always used aspirated, 

10) The German half vowel j, the French ¢ are tepresented by the 
letter y, as for instance: Fao. 

11) The German w is represented by the French vy. The letter w 
represents the English sound in Willian. 

12) The German tech, the French teh, the English ch are transcribed 
os fall 

12) ‘The letters x, ¢, q@ are not used. 

14) Under the forms quoted the place ommes are given the local 
PLritncia tis, 

15) Ax an exception the writing of place names, which lave had 
long usage, is retained, 








') According to Senkenherginne, Froukfurt 1927, vol. 0, pr 1. po 18, 


Deutsch 


—_—_—_ 


Himmel 
Erde 
Sonne 
Mond 
Stert 
Wolke 
Wind 
Regen 
Berg 
Flinss 
Bao 
iras 
Fels 
Pierd 
Ril 
Huhn 
Thain 
Sebwein 
Katsu 
Koérper 
Kopf 
Ohren 
Murel 
Nase 
Halinn 
Ane 
Haus 
Tir 
Feuer 
Kleider 
Sebulie 
Esaschale 
Vater 


























Mintslia | Mintshia 


uit 
tsi-pa 
ne- 
tmi-na-pi 
shie’ 
vo 
pi-she 
vi-shi 
shiu 
tae’ -bse 
tso-kuai 
me 
rire 
kasi-le’ 
kuaade 
dele’ 
@-mi-de’ 
teae”-kd 
toh 
to -mil 
1-1, 
tau-nii 
pi-kus-nil 
tsel-pa 
teal-nii 
ho-ka 
tal -Aak 
liu 
i-kd 
tira tale 
kaspe’ 


a-bie 


Il 


iI 


| 


lini 
tsi-pa 
ngi-pi 
mi- nap 
Sith 
vu 
pi-she’ 
vii-shiay 
alia’ 
kou-td 
esas “tan 
taf 
tso-Kumi 
me 
nee 
ke-hi 
ktra-be® 
te-te’ 
a-nj-te’ 
tae -ke"-neb 
ti-pa 
ti-ma 
nyt -ti-kuw 
neue 
tsu-kua 
ngu-kus 
tie-not 
tat <pith 
tani-pin 
liwo-kn. 
Ne-e 
lnut-tie 
i-ko 
ketta-i0 
rhea l-tsi 
ke'-pit 
bi-ngrie 


GLOSSARE 


Mintsh ta 
Ill 


he 


| ye-pe-tong 


tiyi-pt 
Thi-pi 
abet 


—~ 


pi-se 


nre-ti) 


 talG-tshd 


m-tit 


te-hd 
be-nnih 
niotG | 
nue 
tshi-ge 
put-fu-te 
eta 
hohe 
men—sher 
hui 
eka 
kua-io0 
nive-tsi 


n-te | 


W. Oreduer, Kidturyeograpliacke Reolwehtwgen 


Lalo 


ned 
mind 


hia-pa 
ka 
an-ti 
an-she’ 
an-he 
ku-ze" 
lin -kefi-gre” 
Be Ze 
ahi’ 
ka-lo 
h-tni 
al 
n-ke' 
i-Vi 
minu 
ye'-tae 
e-de 
u-tse 
nyge-pia 
mni-taa® 
ka-pi 
no-kita 
she 
le 
hi 
tekce” 
ali 
pitt-tise’ 
kei 
a-ke’ 


=p 


Tai 
(Payi) 





(a 
jiu 
wert 
len. 
ints 
nok 
hai 
fon 
joi 
tumhari 
mai 
ya 
lin 
Wii 
neo 
kal 
nid 
tat 
1) Haut 
ho-Lse 
ho 
hun-ha 
hu 
tia 
shup 
hit-lang 
lic. 
lin 
liss't 
no-ti 
Cai 
ale 
kun 
kiam-tin 
Yan 
te 


Si hese | 


al 
ni 
UL 
AGU 
AT 
it. ALT 


th 


Lawl 


“ 
ACI 
wu 
¥ 
aa 
‘in 
al 
ny 
41312 
3,307 
ral 
tid 
\* 

i 
thn 


satin 


Englisels 


| sky 


earth 
ani 
rey 
star 
eloiul 
wind 
rain 
hill 
river 
tree 
rock 
horse 
emttly 
chicken 
dog 
rz 
ont 
taouly 
howl 
liair 
enor 
eye 
muoitly 
tooth 


| tongue 


louse 
door 
fire 
clothes 
LroUusers 
eho 
bow] 
father 


XXVI, 2 








Deutsch Mintshia wists 
Mutter A-mi Ta 
Solin tae'=ni tae"-ngie 
Tochter u-ln-tse-ni = ugi-ngie 
Alteror u-ko ko-niygeie 
Bruder 

diingerer tai-100 ti-ngie 
Bruder 

Altere a-tsi tsi-ngin 
Sehwester | 

Jiingere dn-tai-ni | ngin-ti-ngie 
Schwester 

M enants wui-tat-tao-ni tee'=ngi-ngie 

Frau di-ni-ne = nye’ tae 

. ngie-1ib 
lely Bu ho 
[a i) ro 
Er Ix) mv 
not Lisa” tau 
ech wars hue’ hues” 
Wales pe pe 
ao to ta 
klern atl ani 
essett ko ie” 
gehon pei pel 
steljun tae’-he tse"-ke’ 
sthoten ke i-te levn- bie 

l i t 
4 ko ko 
4 Ril ai 
4 a1 | 
a nee ng 
i fe" fo 
7 tsi tay 

5 pin pin 

9. taiu tsie’ 

LO baa: tan 

LOG fh-pre fk-[M 
1000 ni-tal e -bsip 


Mintahia 


ATH 


TO 


nit 


tlio 
he’ 


W, Credoer, Midtarqeayraphiache Bealuchtwnggen 





a-m 
na-20 
20 TG 


n-ko 


NLfa-THik-We.) 


u-tsl 


ke md 


i-ke= pn) 


z= 1000 


ng 
ni 
igh 
ihe 1 
a-ni-vi 
a-vi-kf 
ge 
di 
abia 
ki-ti 
ti-ti 
tse'-mea 
nipre'=1110 
so-Te 
tele 
NOH ne 
koma 
ke’-meo 
he-mo 
kus" 
tsl-mo 
tae -te 


Tai 


(Payi) 


= (= Ee 


Th 


luk-teni 


lnk san 


Tag =f 


tits 


non? anu 


po-taa 


pu-mg 


kau 
nie 
nie 1 
long 
Linon 
pe’ 
yai 
en 
tein 
pai 
teok 
nang 
ming 
sony 
SIN 
a] 
ha 
lik 
beet 
pie 
kan 
sip 
i-pat 


li-miing 


Siamesiach 


tus) 
gnan 


GIs | 
ert 
Unser 
naH 
aren 


eM 
— 
acl 
ts 
Vite 
‘T) 
nt 
fil 
7 
tne 
ian 
hy 
oy 
ui 


alt 
WF! 


Englisch 


rvert ber 
Path 
datghter 
elder 
brother 
younger 
brother 
older 
slater 
younger 
sister 
nisale 


feunale 


I 
vou 
he 
rev 
black 
white 
air | 
ent 
go 
stand 
sit 


= 
— St fs st ok ait = 


XEVIN, 
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TRANSLATOR 5S 


‘Ibis with winch satisfaction that the Couneil of the Siam Society 
is now able to publish Professar Dr. Wilhelm Credner's interesting 
and lighly important paper on the discovery of the ancient capital 
of the Thai of Nan Chao and the problem of the origin of the Thai 

As will be remembered, when the writer of these lines reviewed 
the anthor’s book A journey livough Yin widertaken ty the 
Geopimphieal fuatifule of the Sun Yat Sea Oniwersty (155, vol, 
XXVI_ Part 2, 1929), he expressed the wish that Prof Credner would 
soon write an accounc of his discovery of the old Nan Chao capital, 
This wish has now been gratified. 

With regard to Prof, Credner’s conclusions if seems more than 
probable that he has really found the ancient and earliest capital of 
the Nan Chao empire in the ruins of Tai Ho Tsheng. That he js 
also right whun stating that the Minchia did not replace any former 
Tha} population seems equally probable, However, when we exam- 
ine the professor's third “working thesis”, namely that the Thai 
did of come down from the north during a slow migration towards 
ths suath but that they spread westwards and aouthwards from the 
tropical lowlands of Kwanvsi and Kwantang, then wo think « halt 
most be called in order te subject this theory to a closer ¢xamination. 

Prof, Credner's theoty i 14, to use the right word, nothing less than 
revolutionary. Ib is opposed to all theories, so far launelied, whout 
this question, Still it might be tempting to necept the author's ideas 
a8 the true solution were it not for a certain amount of histerical and 
other evidence whieh wo belivve, it will not be easy to discard as 
Unimportant or wholly unrelisble. 

Without agreeing with all of the latest that has been written on 
this subject in That Origine by Noi Sugai Kanehanskphandha 
(1928) who elaima for his race the high age of 6.000 years, stating 
that the Thai entered present China (the valley of Upper Hoang Ho) 
even before the Chinese, one may say that, according to historwal 
evidence, it seems reasonably sure that the Thai occupied a broad 
stretch of territory on the north bank of Yungtackiang of jest an 
for lock aa the th century & © 

Terties de Lacouperie says that the great Mung, whom he comsai- 





eh lunar mmf ln an nicysuraniial Fin WA. warts. 


1s 


ders to be Thai, were in possession of N. W, Szechwan, identical 
with Nai Suci's Nakon Pa, about 2200 m6 and that in 1971 8 
the Pi and Lamg, other hat tribes, were also domiciled there. In 
1551 1.0 the Lav, also o Thai tribe, under the various name of 
Leao, Chao, Ai Lao, Ko Lao, Pa Tyao ond Shen Lao!!! were the 
inhabitants of Szechwan, Hupeh, Anhui and Kinngst Further he 
save thet the first invasion of the present Shan States by the ‘Tis 
took place ip the fith century #c. when the states of Ming Mao 
anil Mine Nai were founded. In 338 1 ¢ the Chinese state of Tain 
sihdved the Pa in Szechwan resulting in a great migration of this 
tribe towards the south, In 78 ap. the Al Lao, heing harassed by 
the éver advancing Chinese, inigrated right down to Tongking and 
qn 345 a.D. followed the thin] great migration of the Lean down 
inte South Chinw gal Indechina, In the Téh eentary 4.p we find 
the six Thai principalities established in Middte and Southern Viinnan, 
the nuclens-of the Inter Nan Chas empire, However, Torrinn de 
Lacouperie imy perhaps not be trusted in view of his fantastic 
* Mon-Taie” thoory and a too implicit; rilinnee placed mpon the lates 
af Chinese chroniclers whieh rather belong to the mythical age than 
to solid listorieal facts. 

The so-called Mung, Lung, Pi, Pang aml Ai Lao, mentioned in tha 
Chincse chronicles, evidently represent what the (Chinese please bo 
wil) Barbarians”, thongh those wey have been Jost as civilized as 
the Chinese Now there are, besides the Thai, three other great. 
non-Chinese maces or nations living in Western and Southern China, 
such aa the Lolo, the Miao and the Minchin So there might be 
the possibility that these and not the Thai represent the tribes men- 
tioned aa" Barbarians", so much the more as the Lolo certamly have 
oceupied the highlands of Ssechwau for a very long period.’ Here, 
however, tho date Dr. Dodd, In his admirable book The Thai Rarer, 
and Kev. W. W. Gochrane, in The Shana, rally to the assistance 
of Terrien de Lacouperie Dr. Dodd thus tells us of a visit. pail 
to Thai “wallages on the Yangteckiane and says ox pressly that there 


ill All these names are Chinese aod we do not know what the tribes 
called these] wes, 


) General Vicomte WOllone, fa forbidden China, 1908. 
WW, Cochrane, The Shows, Ranigeon, 1915. 


Io 


are also mony Thai living in Szechwan, i.e on the north hank 
of the great Blue River, (eneral Davies in his Viinwon the Link 
between India amd. the Yongtse, for the matter of that, also Savs 
that he found Thai fiving in the Yangtze valley. Dr, Dodd, when 
travelling in Kwangsi and Kwangtung, was toll hy the Thu that 
they had heen driven out of the provinces of Anhui and Hunan by 
the Chinese. and Rev, Cochrane states that the Chuog Chia Thai in 
Kweichow tame from Kinngsu north of the Yangtee, Furthermore 
from old yocubularies made by Chinese chroniclers it seems thal the 
original inhabitanta of Kiangsn spoke a kind of Thai Even in 
Shantung there was a Thai speaking population. the Tony-jen. who 
were later forced to emigrate to Hupeli. 

When examining the various names with which the Chinese lave 
Jabelled the Thai tribes we are able to identify aot a Tew of them 
with present-day Thai tribes, ‘The Pi are thus most prohably the 
Pa-yi or Thai Nu’a of SW. Yunnan whilo the Mung may be the 
same word we find in Ming or Minne ond in the none of the 
Tongkinese tribe of Mu'ong. Lung way simply mean Luang or 
fireat, the Great Mong. The Pu Tyao may be identical with the Pa 
Chioi or Pa Thai; With regard to the word Lao or Ai Lao, ax once 
having been the name of s great division of the Thai, wo lmve in 
apite of the Inte Colowel Gerihi’s scholarly oerita, always deen in 
doubt as to whether this word really denoted the Thai or the region 
from which they came. We are inelined to favour the Intter expla- 
nation which entails that the name Lio, as wrongly given by the 
Southern Thai to the Northern and North Eastern Thai of Siam, has 
nothing to do with the so-called Ai Lao, The nickname Lac js, as 
HL EK. H, Prince Damrong suggests, simply a contraction of the word 
Lawa or Lwa, 

Professor Oredner’s strong point is that the Thai are by nature 
aud inclination tropics! vallay dwellers par excellence and yal hill 
people and that they never were the inhabitants of hills or high 
plateaux. In this contention he is contirmed by Sir George Seott 
who in the (razelteer of U pper Burnah and the Slaw Slates says 
flint the Shans do not consider themselves hill people but prefer the 
alluvial plains However, we have several examples that former 
hill people, forced by circumstances, have hecome plain dwellers. So 
for instance the Lio Song of Petchaburi who only a hundred years 
ago were living on the high plateau of Chime Kwang from where 
they wore deported as prisoners of war by the Siamese armies down 


to the hot plains of Southern Siam!) In the beginning of there 
comments | mentioned « hook, written by a young Sinmese official, 
Nai Snga Kanchanakphondha (now Klun Vichitrmatra), which 
treats of the origins of the Thai race. Though this bok contains 
aeveral not imimportant asgertions, whieh are either wholly wrong or 
at least very doubtful, still it is a book of no mean merit as it repre- 
dente n piece Wf research work, one of the very few, so far, issned 
frow Siamese lauds, always excepting the work of auel) érudits as 
the late Phya Prachokit Korachakr and H.R, H, Prince Damrong, 
sill happily with os. 


Let us hope that it will not be long before young Thai savant= 


with » solid knowledge of the history of their own country and of 
taht of mighty China will take np the further research work on the 
origins of their own race. “They ought to be successful | 

lo conchisign I bey to tender my sinwere thanks to my frien, 
Mr. U. Guehler, for his many valnable suggestions and other assist- 
ance in the translation of Prof. Credner’s paper. 


Erik Seidenfndiet. 
Bangkok, March 1934, 
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